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that kind is the lack of any sense of justice
about his talk. He presumably enjoys the exer-
cise of speech, and it seems to me strange that it
should not occur to him that others may like
it too, and that he should not concede a certain
opportunity to others to have their say, if only
in the interests of fair play. It is as though a
gourmet's satisfaction in a good dinner were not
complete unless he could prevent every one else
from partaking of the food before them.
What is really most needed in social gatherings
is a kind of moderator of the talk, an informal
president. Many people, as I have said, are quite
capable of talking interestingly, if they get a lead.
The perfect moderator should have a large stock
of subjects of general interest. Fie should, so to
speak, kick-off. And then he should either feel,
or at least artfully simulate, an interest in other
people's point of view. He should ask questions,
reply to arguments, encourage, elicit expressions
of opinion. He should not desire to steer his
own course, but follow the line that the talk
happens to take. If he aims at the reputation of
being a good talker, he will win a far higher fame
by pursuing this course; for it is a lamentable fact
that, after a lively talk, one is apt to remember